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Acknowledgment
 It is a genuine pleasure to have the opportunity to thank the two 
institutions that have provided the fi nancial backing necessary to this 
enterprise. Slavica Publishers of Columbus, Ohio, under the direction 
of Charles E. Gribble, has assumed responsibility for publishing Oral 
Tradition, and I am grateful for both the support and the good will all 
associated with Slavica have shown. The University of Missouri has 
also contributed in extremely signifi cant ways to the establishment 
of the journal, principally by funding a grant from the Weldon Spring 
Endowment. I would particularly like to acknowledge the encouragement 
and counsel of Don H. Blount, Dean of the Graduate School and Vice 
Provost for Research, in connection with the University funding.
 The English Department has been of invaluable help for the last 
two years in providing research assistantships for the early and continuing 
work on the journal, and I wish to thank the Chair, Timothy Materer, 
for his willingness to support our activities in this way. Likewise, and 
more than I can say here, I owe a great deal to those graduate student 
assistants who have willingly and even enthusiastically performed many 
of the myriad duties associated with editing Oral Tradition. All of them 
are acknowledged in the front matter as editorial assistants, and special 
thanks go to Ed Tyler for his untiring work of all sorts.
 Finally, and quietly (because that is the way he would prefer 
it), I would like to dedicate this inaugural issue to Melvin D. George, 
former Vice President of the University of Missouri and (himself 
newly inaugurated) President of St. Olaf College. While the idea for 
Oral Tradition had been long germinating, it fi rst began to look like a 
reality during a 1983 lunch at, appropriately, the only Greek restaurant 
in Columbia, Missouri. Mel encouraged and supported the Missouri Oral 
Literature Symposium in 1984, and, when other funding emerged for its 
activities, stood ready to apply his original support to the founding of the 
journal. Although Oral Tradition would not have come to be without the 
backing of both Slavica Publishers and the Weldon Spring Endowment, 
it is also fair to say that it was Mel’s intellectual and institutional 
commitment—all made evident at that truly Greek lunch—that provided 
the foundation.
